
It was a privilege to be 
with 300 other delegates at 
the Divine Renovation 
conference in Twickenham 
this week, to hear from Fr 
James Mallon and his team 
that it is possible for our 
parish communities—our 
Church—to thrive and 
grow in this age. It re-
quires a readiness to think 
afresh of what we do and 
how we do it, but most of 
all to be prepared to 
change to become what 
Pope Francis calls mission-
ary disciples. If not our 
parishes will, in the not too 
distant future, die. The 
change has to begin now. 
“The future starts today, 
not tomorrow” were the 
words of St John Paul II.It 
will be my greatest prayer 
intention this week in 
Rome and Assisi on pil-
grimage to pray for our 
parishes, and for their re-
newal, and for all of you. 

It is 39 years ago today that 
the world was amazed by 
the election of a Polish 
Pope. Thus began one of 
the longest pontificates in 
history of a Pope who not 
only understood the histo-
ry, but also saw where the 
world was going. He called 
us to hope, to renewed 
faith and to a renewed zeal 
in sharing that faith—
something he called the 
‘New Evangelisation’. He 
recognised that the times 

had changed so much and 
so quickly that we in the 
Church were going to have 
to change too, to respond 
to this new world. Since he 
has died, the world has 
continued to change rapid-
ly. And with this change 
the wholesale apostasy—
turning away from God 
and the Church—of most 
of our Catholic communi-
ty. We see this in our own 
families. 

It can seem that there is no 
solution—or rather that 
we don’t know what the 
solution is. Some say go 
backwards to a time when 
it was all clearer. Others 
say strip away all that is 
true in the Faith and make 
it more palatable to the 
world. Neither of these are 
the way forward. We need 
a new way holding firm to 
the faith of ages, but able 
to speak to people of today 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Ambrose Barlow 

1585-1641 
Ambrose is one of the For-
ty Martyrs of England & 
Wales. Born in Manchester 
and baptised in the Church 
of England, but converted 
to the Catholic Faith at the 
age of 22. He began to 
realise he was called to the 
priesthood, and made his 
way first to the English 
College in Douai, before 

arriving at the English Col-
lege in Valladolid in Spain. 
While there he became a 
Benedictine monk. After 
ordination, Fr Ambrose 
returned to the Manchester 
area where he served the 
few Catholics. He was 
arrested five times, but it 
was only after the final 
time that he was put on 
trial as a priest. He was 
martyred in Lancaster. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
No Confessions this week 

Saturday 21st   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thanksgiving (MW) 

Sunday 22nd                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Maryanne Phelan 

Twenty-Ninth   11.00am   Holy Mass  Mary Lowe & Dec of Jones Family 

Sunday of the    6.30pm Holy Mass Thanksgiving (MJJ) 

Monday 23rd       

Feria       

Tuesday 24th   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

Feria       

Wednesday 25th       

Feria       

Thursday 26th       

Feria       

Friday 27th       

Feria       

Saturday 28th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Thomas & Christine Twomey 

Ss Simon & Jude       

Sunday 29th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Int Andrew & Lorraine Connell 
(25th Wedding Anniversary) 

Thirtieth Sunday  11.00am   Holy Mass  John & Elizabeth Adams 

of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Fr David Mellor 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

ADOREMUS—NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
2018 

The Bishops of England and Wales are calling us to be part of a National Eucharistic Con-
gress, which will take place in Liverpool from 7th to 9th September 2018. What is a Eucha-
ristic Congress? It is an event in the life of the Church where we gather to study, learn about, 
celebrate and adore the Lord’s presence in the Holy Eucharist, so as to bring renewal to the 
Church. The central event is the Congress taking place in Liverpool. The first day, Friday 
7th, will be a day for theological reflection, and is especially for catechists, teachers, chap-
lains, and ministers of Holy Communion. The main day is Saturday 8th, which is going to be 
a great celebratory day with speakers, Mass, Adoration, etc. TICKETS ARE LIMITED. IF 
YOU WISH TO GO TO THE SATURDAY EVENT PLEASE LET THE PARISH OFFICE 
KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. On Sunday there will be Mass and a Eucharistic Proces-
sion through the streets of Liverpool. 
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PASTORAL 

Mission which will be taking place at 
St Joseph’s, led by the Franciscans of 
the Renewal, 19th to 24th May 2018. 
Fr Bernard Murphy and the Francis-
can Sisters from Leeds will lead this. 
The Mission starts on Pentecost Sun-
day. We will keep the novena of the 
Holy Spirit for the nine days between 
Ascension and Pentecost, to pray for 
the Mission. 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
We have mentioned welcome minis-
try before. Now is the time to start 
to put it into action. We are going to 
start with St John’s. So we need a 
team who will be prepared to wel-
come people at the beginning of 
Mass. If you feel called to be part of 
this please let Fr Julian or Brenda 

RENOVATION 
Getting ready for Alpha The next 
Alpha will begin on Saturday 4th No-
vember at 9am. It will run through 
Christmas to the 6th January. Maybe 
this is the time for you to do Alpha? 
All of us need to have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus. Do you have that 
yet? It could be the time for you to 
do Alpha. But Alpha is also for those 
who have fallen away from the Faith 
or for whom Faith has meant little. 
Do you know someone who needs 
Alpha? Pray for that person, and then 
invite them. Why not come along 
with them too? Alpha is a relaxed 
environment, and great fun.  

Parish Mission Please pray for the 

November List of the Dead 
Please pick up a paper for filling in 
your list of the dead, and an enve-
lope. Place the list in the envelope, 
together with a donation, if you wish. 
All the donations go to provide a 
daily Mass for those on the Novem-
ber Lists in our churches on the 30 
days of November, as well as further 
Masses throughout the year. There 
are boxes available at the front of 
each church to deposit your enve-
lopes.  

Month of the Rosary Before Sun-
day Masses we will have the Rosary 
throughout the month of October. 
Volunteers are needed to lead the 
Rosary starting 20 minutes before 
each Mass. Please see Fr Julian to 
volunteer to lead. This Sunday we 
pray the Sorrowful. Next Sunday it 
will be the Glorious Mysteries. 

Church Cleaning at St John’s 
We are looking for volunteers to help 
with the church cleaning at St John’s, 
even if you can only do one hour a 
week once a month. More infor-
mation from Clare Leech on 772160. 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Maple 
Tree Court, Gloucester Road, 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Cake Sale There will be a cake  sale 
at St Patrick’s today as part of the 
fund raising for the youth pilgrimage.   

Biddulph & Packmoor Autumn 
Fayre  We are appealing for dona-
tions towards the cash prize and oth-
er raffle prizes and we are in need of 
to volunteers to help in the kitchen. 
Also, please ensure you have  some 
Grand Prize Draw tickets to sell. The 
draw will be at the Fayre. 

Friendship Club The next Friend-
ship Club for older people is on 
Tuesday 31st October, 2pm to 
3.30pm. The cost per session is £2.  
If you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. The 
You will also be able to get your 
Christmas Party tickets, price £4. 

Congratulations St John the Evan-
gelist  Catholic Academy  have re-

His Grace the Archbishop will 
come to our parishes on the 4th 
and 5th November. He will preach 
at each Mass and will want to meet 
with parishioners during the visit. As 
it is important that we be present for 
the Visitation, parishioners are asked 
to try to keep this time free so as to 
be able to come to Mass. In addition 
to our Masses, which will be at the 
normal times, all parishioners are 
invited to come and meet the 
Archbishop face to face. We will 
have afternoon tea at 4pm on Sunday 
5th November at St John’s 
Kidsgrove, followed by Benediction 
in the Church at 5pm. Everyone is 
invited, so do come along and be part 
of the Visitation! 

V ISITATION 

McGough know. We’ll then arrange 
a meeting to start preparing it.  

Prayer Still got those yellow prayer 
cards we handed out last year? Pick 
those up again and start praying. This 
week you could pray for these inten-
tions: 

For the new Alpha coming up and 
those who will respond to it, for the 
leaders and participants. 

For the forthcoming parish Mission in 
Goldenhill.  

For the bringing together of a wel-
come ministry team in St John’s. 

For all of our parishioners to experi-
ence a new outpouring of grace and a 
renewal in their own lives of faith. 

Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 24th October 
at 10.30am. Any parishioners who 
feel called to come and share the joy 
of faith are most welcome. 

Blessing of Graves  The blessing of 
graves at Tunstall cemetery this year 
will be on Saturday 11th November 
at 3pm, and at Biddulph cemetery on 
Sunday 12th November at 3pm. You 
are especially invited if you have fam-
ily buried in these cemeteries. 

ceived two gold awards from the 
RHS for achievements in gardening 
and cross curriculum activities. They 
would especially like to thank the 
parishioners for their help and sup-
port. 



Entrance Antiphon: To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; 
hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your 
eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 
Psalm Response: Give the Lord glory and power. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Your 
word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the 
truth. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface & Eucharistic Prayer Celebrant’s choice 
Acclamation:  When... 
Communion Antiphon: Behold, the eyes of the 
Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in 
his merciful love, to rescue their souls from 
death, to keep them alive in famine. 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£421.23, Non Gift Aid £196.01. 
Total £617.24.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £192.00, Non 
Gift Aid £129.93. Total £321.93.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £233.50, Non 
Gift Aid £116.52. Total £350.02.  

Second Collections: This Week 
The collection will be for the APF 
World Missions. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.38 H Kent; 2nd Prize £10, No.34 
G Lovatt; 3rd Prize £5, No.156 J 
Convey.  

St John’s Autumn Raffle Tickets 
for the Autumn Raffle are on sale this 
week.  

APF Red Boxes Could the Gold-
enhill Parishioners bring their Red 
Boxes to church during October so 
that they can be counted. Please hand 
to Paul Pender? Thank you. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 22:15-21   

The Roman occupation during Jesus’ time was seen by the Jews as a 
judgment on Israel’s unfaithfulness. Jesus’ famous words in today’s 
Gospel: “Repay to Caesar” are a pointed reminder of this. And they 
call us, too, to keep our allegiances straight. The Lord alone is our 
king. His kingdom is not of this world but it begins here in His 
Church, which tells of His glory among all peoples. Citizens of heav-
en, we are called to be a light to the world – working in faith, labour-
ing in love, and enduring in hope. We owe the government a concern 
for the common good, and obedience to laws – unless they conflict 
with God’s commandments as interpreted by the Church. But we owe 
God everything. The coin bears Caesar’s image. But we bear God’s 
own image. We owe Him our very lives – all our heart, mind, soul, 
and strength, offered as a living sacrifice of love. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  

The next Parish Priest’s surgery 
hour, when Fr Julian can be seen for 
any arrangements or enquiries, is on 
Monday 30th October at 7pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery. Please tele-
phone the parish office on the day if 
you wish to confirm that the Surgery 
hour is on any particular Monday. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for: 

St John’s: Griffiths & Bath Families; The 
Hogan Family; Giannasi Family. 
St Joseph’s: Kathleen Steele 
St Patrick’s: John Butler  
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 792 THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Our Lady of Grace Partnership Safeguarding Team 

Each of our churches has a dedicated safeguarding representative, though all of our reps 
meet and work together alongside the Parish Priest. If you have a concern about the 
welfare or safety of a child or vulnerable adult during a parish event or activity, please 
contact one of the safeguarding reps, or alternatively contact the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Office on cpo@rc-birmingham.org or call 0121 230 6240. Our reps for each church 
are: 
English Martyrs: Mary Lomas  St John’s: Brenda McGough 
St Joseph’s: Suzanne Meakin  St Patrick’s: Peter Whitehouse 
Their contact details are available on the noticeboard. If you are ever concerned for the 
immediate safety of a child or vulnerable adult please call the police. 

Scripture Day This is a day talking 
about ‘The Old Testament in the Life 
and Mission of the Church’ led by Fr 
Zbigniew Zieba, part of the Oscott 
Seminary Formation team. It will 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Marie Twomey. Funeral ar-
rangements will be made later. 

Also for the soul of Constance Foden. 
Requiem Mass will be offered for the 
repose of her soul on Thursday 9th 
November at 12noon at St Joseph’s, 
followed by interment at Tunstall. 

 Requiescant in Pace 

take place on Saturday 28th October 
at Holy Trinity, Newcastle, starting 
at 10.30am and finishing with bene-
diction at 2.30pm. Tea and coffee 
available but please bring a packed 
lunch. 

Tour of Westminster A coach trip 
to London and a private tour of 
Westminster has been organised by 
Karen Bradley MP for Staffordshire 
Moorlands Constituents. The coach 
will depart at 9am on 16th Novem-
ber from Robin Hood Travel, Leek. 
The tour is free but the cost of the 
coach is £18. If interested contact 
Jamie on  01538 382421. 


